relax 5

Marisa Martin at her Queanbeyan studio with her stop-motion puppets. It can take a whole week to make just six seconds of film with this type of animation. photo: GRAHAM TIDY

opinion about what happens to the girl.”
Fogwell has made the Tropfest finals before,
with his film Fore! in 2007, and won
Snowyfest, another national festival, with his
short The Milk Man in 2006. Both films were
set in Canberra’s inner south. He first started
making films as a kid.

““My father was in advertising and I was a
skateboarder so I picked up his video camera
and used to make little skate videos and edit
them at his friends’ houses [they were
editors] in the ’80s,”” he says. ‘I sort of
figured out in my early 20s that you could do
this and get paid.”

Dallas Bland, 31, is a relative newcomer to
film-making but is already getting noticed.
He spent six years acting before switching to
the other side of the lens. He says Canberra
offers a host of advantages to those trying to
break into the industry.

““There’s a lot of good actors but also good
cinematographers and editors, and being such
a small community as opposed to Sydney or
Melbourne, everyone gets to know each other
and is supportive of each other,”” he says.

His girlfriend Leah Baulch, an actor, lived
in Sydney for four years and was pleasantly
surprised to discover Canberra’s vibrant film
scene.

““‘She found the level of the amateur film-
making community fairly low and fairly thin
[in Sydney], and since she’s come back to
Canberra she’s been pretty much working
constantly in short films or independent
feature films or even TV commercials,”
Bland says.

He credits the Canberra film community
with giving him the tools he needed to make
his first short film. ‘I knew a lot of people
who had gear, everything from cheap home
video cameras to expensive high definition
stuff. There were a lot of people I could call
on to help out,”” he says.

His film about domestic violence went on
to win the regional prize in the Canberra
Short Film Festival in 2006. Since then he has
made a number of short films for compe-
titions. “‘If I see a competition like that I’ll
give it a go and chuck something together.”’

Or chuck a few things together. Bland
entered three shorts into last year’s Hoyts Hot
Shot competition, the prize being a trip to
Hollywood and a walk-on role in a film. He
won it. Bland flies to Hollywood this week
for his role in a film with Cuba Gooding Jr.

But it doesn’t pay the bills just yet. Bland
works nine to five in the ACT public service
and devotes his holidays, nights and
weekends to his hobby.

“My girlfriend

and I are very
understanding

of each other

having to spend time on
other things. Much of it

we do together anyway.

I’ve got supportive
colleagues too — that makes it
a lot easier,”” he says.

Brendan Walsh is the
manager of
ScreenACT and it’s
his job to promote
Canberra’s film-
making industry.

He says that when

he moved to Can-
berra two years ago,

he was amazed at the
talent in this small
city. ‘I wonder if it’s
because Canberra film-
makers are below the
national radar that they’ve
had to find ways to be
resourceful and that’s

inspired them to do what they do here,”” he
says. Walsh cites our large number of
Tropfest entries as evidence of the city’s
creativity. This year 60 films — one in every
10 entries — came from the capital. It’s an
extraordinarily high proportion given our
small population.

A short film by local company Bearcage
Productions was recently named as the only
Australian work nominated for the pres-
tigious International Tampere Film Festival
in Finland. Their 29-minute film was shot
entirely in Canberra and Queanbeyan, with
an all-Canberra cast and crew. It was one of
69 shorts selected out of 3000 entries from all
over the world.

Walsh says that while it’s still difficult to

attract the big players, Canberra
remains a popular location for
shooting individual scenes in
feature films. What we lack
in studios and infrastruc-
ture we make up for in
beautiful scenery
and — of all things
— photogenic

highways.

““[Film-
makers] like
the roads and
the lack of
billboards,”” Walsh explains.
Filming in the capital is
compulsory in the Lights!
Canberra! Action! festival,
in which entrants must incor-
porate 10 specific locations that
are recognisably ‘‘Canberra’’.
It’s the one festival Martin still
runs after passing the baton on the
rest.

““Watching audiences watch their
city on screen is magic. I love

GET INTO THE ACTION

M Tropfest: Sunday, February 22, Stage 88 at
Commonwealth Park. From 2pm, finalists from
7.45pm. Free. Website: www.tropfest.com/au/
I Lights! Canberra! Action!: Filming starts on
February 27, screening on March 13 at 8pm at
the National Museum of Australia. Website:
www.eormedia.com.au/Ica/home.htm

Il Corinbank Short Film Festival: Entries close
February 18, screenings on February 27 and 28.
Website: www.corinbank.com

M Flickerfest 18th International Short Film
Festival: From March 9 to 22 at Dendy. Website:
www.dendy.com.au

M Alliance Francaise French Film Festival:
March 18 to 29.

I Scinema 09: Entries close March 30,
screening later in year. Website: http:/
/Www.csiro.au/scinema

Canberrans telling their stories to Canber-
rans,”” she says, her face lighting up.

I think Canberra’s more than the politics
TV presents it as. Seeing Canberra and
Canberra stories on screen not as political but
as vibrant and exciting is important for the
city. It’s important to tell each other that
Canberra is a creative, beautiful place and
creative people live here. And if we support
it, it will continue.”’

M It's a big week for film - Tropfest is next Sunday
and the Oscars are at midday on Monday, February 23,
Canberra time (see the action live at www.oscar.com).
Head to Stage 88 in Commonwealth Park to see the 16
Tropfest finalists’ films (there will be live music from 4pm
with the screening starting around 7.45pm). Take a
picnic, buy snacks on site, pre-order a hamper, or book
into the premium seating and dine at the new Chocolate
Lounge.

Sunday Canberra Times — FEBRUARY 15, 2009



